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QUESTIONS ON MATHEMATICS IN AFRICA 
By Claudia Zaslavsky, New York City 
I should like to know whether any readers of the journal know 
of mathematicians who were born or lived in Africa south of the 
Sahara, prior to the twentieth century. 
In my book Africa Counts I devote a chapter to the magic 
squares of Muhammad ibn Muhammad, al-Fullani al-Kishnawial-&dam, 
as described in his manuscript "Bahjat al-Afaq..." written in 
1732 in Katsina (now Nigeria). I had access only to page 1 and 
pages 91-94, copies of which Don Crowe had made for me from the 
manuscript in the Library of the School of Oriental and African 
Studies, University of London. I believe copies are also in the 
Khedival Library in Cairo, and in Morocco. Has the remainder of 
this manuscript been translated into English or other European 
languages? This might be a project for a mathematician who 
reads Arabic. 
